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is returning to India by the hitherto unexplored Thai Chotiali route, which is likely to prove a most convenient and valuable military communication.
It would be premature at present to attempt to predict the frontier of the future, but it seems certain that, whatever may happen the Peshin Valley, with its Passes, the Kurm Valley with the Peiwar and Shutargardan Passes and the Khaibar Pass, if not Jelalabad, will be permanently occupied*
The actual boundary determined on will, of, course, depend upon the character of the arrangement it may be found possible to make with the future ruler of Cabul, whoever he may be; and however much we may deprecate such a policy, it is far from impossible that circumstances may render the annexation of the entire country practically unavoidable.
Though the resistance to the British advance has been hitherto insignificant? it is not at all clear that the Afghan Government is prepared to accept the inevitable consequences of defeat and treat for peace on acceptable terms. Sher Ali, first, and, since his abandonment of the capital, Yakub Khan, have preserved a sullen silence, broken only by two letters from the latter, which we shall presently notice.
The course of affairs at Cabul since the commencement of the campaign has been involved in much obscurity, The capture of the Peiwar Kotai and the total defeat of the force entrusted with its defence, combined probably with the hostile attitude of the populace, appears to have dismayed Sher Ali, who, after releasing Takub from confinement, apparently under a certain amount of pressure from the Sardars, betook himself hurriedly to Mazar-i-Sharif on the confines of Afghan-Turkistan. There he appears to have entered into communication with General Kaufmaim, and, through him, with the Russian Government, with a view, as it is reported, of obtaining permission to proceed to St. Petersburgh. Whatever may have been his object, the result of the communication was unsatisfactory. Abandoned by the treacherous patrons of his choice, and discouraged from proceeding to the Russian , Capital, Sher Ali remained at Mazar-i-Sharif, where he is reported to have died miserably of laryngitis, on the 21st February, Yakub , Khan, who from the time of his father's departure had been de facto, and, since his death, has been <ft facto and de jure, ruler of Cabul, but who probably possesses very little real power, despatched two letters, one on the 26th, and the other on the 28th February, to Major Cavagnari, the first expressing a desire for friendship, and the other, in the language of formal etiquette, reporting the death of his father, bat neither it is believed, making auy distinct overture, or even expressing a desire to negotiate, A reply was's